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the Volunteers, they had contrived to keep order in the difficult
times before the war " for the first time in the history of Bel-
fast," Such an organisation had become impossible as all the
arms had been handed over to the control of the Government;
but he thought it most desirable for the preservation of peace
that those willing to help to put down crime should be organised
in aid of the Government,
On the 14th of May, 1920,, Dawson Bates wrote to Carson on
the same subject. Belfast, he said, was in a very excited condi-
tion, the more for Belfast gaol having been handed over for the
internment of Sinn Feiners: " If Belfast gets out of hand I don't
know what the consequences will be;'but the feeling of every-
one in the North of Ireland is this, that if the Government cannot
undertake order, someone else will have to do so. Bates pro-
posed the " old formation of the Ulster Volunteer Force," with
legal authority for the use of the rifles. Unless the Government
took some such step, " the only alternative is that the various
loyalist magistrates should meet and appoint special constables
on their own responsibility."
The Government hesitated and delayed. " If it became neces-
sary," Carson wrote to Dawson Bates, on the 30th June, 1920,
" by reason of the inability of the Government to carry out its
essential duties, I shall not hesitate at any cost, with the co-
operation and under the control of the Government, if they will
allow it, and, if not on our own responsibility, to organise our
people for defence against those crimes which are ruining Ire-
land and making our country a by-word amongst civilised
nations,"
Meanwhile the trouble grew. On the 8th of August Inspector
Swanzy was murdered at Lisburn, and the Protestants burned
down the houses of the Catholics; in September a policeman was
murdered in Belfast, and Colonel Smythe, a Belfast man who
had taken police duty in Cork, was shot down as he sat in his
Club in that city. Fighting began between Nationalists and
Orangemen, and the men in the dockyards and factories threat-
ened to throw out every Catholic workman. To save themselves
these unfortunates were forced to sign declarations that they
bad no sympathy with Sinn Fein.
* TM$ mob law fell alike on the just and unjust. An Irish